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THE LIBRARY AND HOME EDUCATION 


The Second National Conference on Home 
Education, called ‘by the U. S. Commission- 
er of Education in conjunction with the Na- 
tional Congress of Mothers and Parent- 
Teacher Associations was held atthe State 
University, May 7, 1924. 

After the address of welcome by President 
Coffman, the Place of the University Ex- 
tension Service in a Co-operative Plan for 
Extension of Educational Opportunities was 
discussed by representatives of the Univer- 
sity Extension Divisions of Indiana, Minne- 
sota, Colorado and Texas, with Prof. W. D. 
Henderson, Director, University Extension 





Service, Michigan, presiding. 

In opening the discussion, Prof. W. S. 
Bittner, of Indiana, emphasized the difficul- 
ties in the way of co-operation for adult 
education, because the aims had not yet 
been clearly defined. He stated the problem 
as follows: 

“University extension has for one of its 
aims what is called popularization of knowl- 
edge and culture. 

In one phase of this popularization the 
four groups at this conference are all inter- 
ested—the promotion of home reading. Uni- 
versity extension has tried more schemes to 
fncourage home reading, I think, than any 
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other organizations, not even excepting the 
public libraries. 

Should the State universities continue to 
broaden their efforts to encourage home 
reading? What part should the Federal 
Government take in promoting home read- 
ing? What is or should be the peculiar task 
of the libraries? How should the parent- 
teacher associations join in the populariza- 
tion of reading and study? 

There is no clear answer ready at hand. 
But it does seem evident that there should 
be concerted effort, if not to reduce the vol- 
ume of suggestion, at least to direct some of 
it co-operatively through a central channel. 
No one device for interesting people in the 
best reading need be abandoned, no doubt 
we need more new devices constantly to stir 
the imagination and the desire for knowl- 
edge. But surely we ought to have one co- 
operative venture with the best national if 
not international prestige behind it. The 
merit of the United States Bureau of Edu- 
cation Home Reading Courses is, to my 
nind, chiefly that they represent a national 
30-operation with an Uncle Sam stamp that 
\tppeals to the man in the street and the 
farm woman in her isolated home, the com- 
mon citizen everywhere. 














Parent-teacher associations and public li- 
braries could aid the universities in develop- 
ing a complete system. of correspondence 
study which would make formal instruction 
available to literate and serious-minded per- 
sons everywhere. 

The facilities for teaching adults are al- 
ready wide and generous. They need co- 
ordination and adaptation, but most of all 
they need co-operative publicity.” 

In continuing the discussion, Richard R. 
Price, Director of Extension, University of 
Minnesota said: 

“Co-operators can work most successfully 
when each party to the common purpose 
and the common plan performs his own pe- 
culiar task in the best manner possible. 

Each party to the co-operative enterprise 
should be so well informed on the activities 
of the other parties that he may direct any 
inquirer to the proper place for obtaining the 
best service in the inquirer’s particular line. 

The adult seeking university extension 
courses has in mind one or more of three 
possible objects to be attained: 

1. To acquire vocational or professional 
skill, training or proficiency leading to eco- 
nomic improvement or to professional ad- 
vancement, or to betterment of social and 
vocational status. 

2. A large class of extension students is 
moved by what might be called sublimated 
curiosity, a craving to know, an interest in 
things in general—these people seek an ac- 
quaintance with the nature, history, and the 
development of man, his institutions and 
the world in which he lives. 

3. Another large group is moved by 
what we generally call the. desire for cul- 
ture. Persons of this class take courses or 
selected courses because they aspire*to en- 
largement of life, to the growth of appre- 
ciation, and discrimination and capacity, to 
the enhancement of the joy and vigor of 
living. 

In a sense it is true that a man is edu- 
eated by everything he does and by all his 
experiences. Every reaction to his environ- 
ment educates a man. Every response he 
makes to the stimuli of his social and physi- 
cal surroundings educates him. But using 
the term in its usual sense, knowledge is 
ordinarily obtained in two different ways. 
One of these ways may be called getting in- 
formation, and the other getting education. 
The class and correspondence instruction in 
which an effort at mastering may be made 
by the pupil under the direction of a com- 
petent teacher, must remain the firm and 
stable basis for all education whether adult 
or juvenile. Nevertheless, reading courses, 
the cultivation of the library habit, directed 
reading in good magazines and reviews, pop- 
ular lectures will all continue to bear an in- 
creasing share of the total burden of raising 
the general level of adult intelligence and 
adult intellectual capacity.” 

Carl H. Milam, Secretary of the American 
Library Association, led the discussion on 





How Libraries Educate 


Dr. Alexander Meikeljohn, in a recent lee. 
ture at Northwestern University saiq that 
to some extent our educational practice is 
based on the theory that education can be 
transmitted from a man to a youth as water 
is poured from one vessel to another; anq 
pointed out that, as a matter of fact, educg- 
tion comes only from that which a student 
does for himself. 

It is in this field of self-education more 
or less detached from the classroom and for. 
mal teaching, that the library can render its 
most important contribution to the educa. 
tion-of American citizens. 

There is an unprecedented demand for 
education. Schools and colleges are filled 
to overflowing. Correspondence schools en. 
roll many thousands. There is a growing 
recognition that America needs a thorough. 
ly educated citizenship and we are coming 
gradually to realize that no man is educated 
if he stops learning when he leaves school. 

The easiest and simplest method of meet. 


ing the needs of isolated students in small 9 


towns in the country districts will probably 
be through the use of printed reading 
courses. The ideal reading course for this 
purpose, as it is now conceived by the An. 
erican Library Association, will be little 
pamphlets or booklets on special subjects 
prepared by specialists. 

And while we wait for the preparation and 
publication of the ideal reading courses let 
us make use of the excellent courses offered 
by the Home Education Section of the Bur. 
eau of Education, those published by the 
Illinois State Library Extension Department 
and the four or five issued by the American 
Library Association. 

The librarians attending. this conference 
are expected to present some outline of what 
we may all hope to accomplish through co- 
operation. 


Let me suggest the following items for 
sich a program: 

1. Let us join in our efforts to bring 
about the establishment in every com- 
munity of libraries which will reach the 
rural as well as the urban population 
with the best type of library service the 
community can afford. 

2. Let us encourage the development 
in every library of those features of the 
service which are distinctly educational 
and aid the .library authorities to ob 
tain reasonable financial support for 
new undertakings in this field. 

3. Let us do what we can to bring 
about the provision of adequate library 
facilities for schools, and adequate in- 
struction on the use of books and I: 
braries, to the end that every pupil will 
have acquired habits of reading and 
study before he leaves school. 

Miss Gratia A. Countryman, Librarian of 
the Minneapolis Public Library, followed 
with a paper on 
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What Parent-Teacher Associations Can Do 
For Libraries 

When one thinks of the multitude of 
things Which the Parents’ organizations have 
done to better the schools we are glad to 
offer you suggestions for enlarging your 
ysefulness by helping the library. 

For the Library has a program, a large 
one; as large as the subjects that interest 
mankind; so large that it covers all classes 
and.ages of people; a program for useful- 
ness Which we ourselves are just beginning 
tocomprehend. But we know -vhen we stop 
to think of it, that however eager we are, 
we cannot put our program across, without 
the understanding help of the public, and 
especially of such groups as the Parent- 
Teachers’ Associations which are avowedly 
interested in education. 

What is our program? It is one which 
you too are concerned with, a program for 
community education—the whole communi- 
ty, adults as well as children, home educa- 
tion as well as school education. We are 
in it to stay until every one learns to use 
and jove beoks and their winged messages. 

Itis a great problem in a democracy, that 
of trying to keep the whole community alive 
to the pressing problems and absorbing in- 
terests of the day, and to plant in them the 
desire to know. But our program isn’t over 
util all of our citizens are vitalized and are 
on the quest for knowledge. 

Only in the last few years have we wid- 
ened our ideas of education (beyond the class 
room door to include the idea of lifelong 
education. Most of us didn’t expect to study 
much after we graduated, yet I’m sure that 
every one of us has learned nearly every- 
thing that we know since we lert school, 
and we have learned from the University of 
print. School was only the beginning; it 
just pointed the way and gave us the first 
necessary shove in the right direction. Since 
then we have been reading and thinking 
and applying our learining,—a process which 
we hope to continue the rest of our lives, 
for there is no time limit to learning. 

That makes education a much longer and 
vasler process than we have been accus- 
tomed to think it. It begins with early child- 
hood and continues to death—it is assisted 
by two great educational institutions, the 
public schools and the public libraries; the 
first educates with the aid of teachers and 
books, the second, with the aid of books 
alone—a continuous process of growth. And 
itis from that point of view that libraries 
look at the problem of community education. 

Our program covers not only the book 
needs of the children in school but every 
educational effort for adults, such as night 
schools, Y. M. C. A. classes, University Ex- 
tension courses, Chautauqua circles, wo- 
men’s clubs, workers’ colleges, and many 
other classes of adult work, too numerous 
to mention, but with which we co-operate. 
Our program of educational help covers es- 
pecially every individual effort at self edu- 





cation, and when all the various organized 
groups and classes are rounded up and num- 
bered, the largest number of all is the group 
of individual men and women, who are try- 
ing to better their jobs or take Civil Service 
examinations, or studying some interesting 
problem, or just cultivating some natural 
taste through the aid of that all-embracing 
teacher—the library. ; 
Perhaps no other institution sees so many 
kinds of attempts at self education nor aids 
so many varieties of people who seek for 
assistance, as the Public Library. Nor does 
any other public institution seek more faith- 
fully to put the opportunity of learning be- 
fore those who have not known that there 
might be such an opportunity. The Library 
is alive to the greatness of the tools with 
which it works, and is alive to the great field 
of educational opportunity ‘which lies 
through and beyond school days, out through 
the fields of human ignorance along all the 
paths that men and women tramp. We are 
anxious that you should face our problems 
with us and help us to solve them as you 
have helped the schools. Perhaps no or- 
ganization is so close to school problems as 
yours is. Whether in town, country, or city, 
you gather around and support the school. 
If you live in the country, you are proud 
of your consolidated school which is a real 
community center and rivals in equipment 
the best city buildings. Is there a library 
in it where you and your older sons and 
daughters can keep up a course of reading? 
Did you equip a gymnasium and a commu- 
nity kitchen and forget a library which not 
only the children absolutely need but the 
whole neighborhood as well? If the Library 
was really forgotten by the School Board 
and the architect, then here is a place for 
your immediate assistance of the Library 
and the cause of good reading. Find a place 
for a library and reading room, and engage 
as good a librarian as you would a teacher. 
You do not set a teacher to teach a subject 
which she does not know; neither should 
you have a librarian who does not know 
books and cannot help you to find the book 
or information which you seek. Your School 
Board ought to take the needs of the library 
into consideration, and the value of the li- 


brarian as much as any other department or. 


activity. 

Again, many states have a law which al- 
lows the establishment of county libraries. 
Its purpose is to enable every rural family 
or village dweller to have the benefit of 
books. I cannot think of any way in which 
an active Parent-Teacher organization or 
Mothers’ Club could more effectively spread 
the opportunity of education than by putting 
the county library law into operation all over 
the country. What couldn't be done in the 
way of producing an intelligent citizenship 
if the rural population were everywhere pro- 
vided with books? Here in the county in 
which we now stand, the county service has 
provided books, constantly renewed and 
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cared for, in every rural school and in every 
community and village,—something over one 
hundred and twenty points in the county. 
With the county system and reduced postal 
rates, books could be as available for 
thirsty minds as fresh water. Will the edu- 
eated parents take up this job? The law is 
in force; it only needs diligent friends to 
establish county libraries and the opportu- 
nity to read books throughout our rural dis- 
tricts. 

But the libraries in the towns and cities 
need help just as much. It is easy to see 
the necessity for school maintenance; it has 
been comparatively easy to get sufficient 
funds for the building and equipment of 
wonderful school buildings. Americans be- 
lieve so thoroughly in education that we 
make school attendance compulsory. We 
are committed to the theory of general edu- 
cation; and yet we confine our efforts in 
the main to formal class room education, 
without thinking of that more important and 
continuous education throughout life, which 
the Public Library is organized to maintain. 
So it has been hard, as every librarian can 
testify, to get a pittance for the library to 
struggle along with, to carry out its minis- 
try through books and trained workers. The 
Library as an institution has never been 
supported sufficiently even at the very best, 
to carry on work which librarians feel is an 
essential. The Library always struggles 
along attempting to place its feast of good 
things before every one,—the poor, the 
blind, the cripples, the shut-ins, the workers, 
and the unemployed. How can we do it all 
without support? 

The Library, as one of your public insti- 
tutions, needs your careful study and your 
active support. Do all of your school chil- 
dren, even in the cities, have access. to 
books? Have you ever considered that a 
reading room with (books and a librarian 
who knows how to help the children, might 
be as important to their development as 
other features in the school building? [Po 
you find mothers in your district who need 
books on child training and home-making: 
do you find foreign mothers who need books 


in their own language or help in knowing. 


our history and institutions? Do not tue 
whole group of mothers and fathers need 
books within a reasonable distance of their 
homes? The Library itself is studying the 
problem of community education quite as 
carefully as any other class of educators, 
and we know that the library needs your 
help and the pressure of your influence jurst 
as the schools have needed it, if the library 
is going to be sufficiently maintained to ful- 
fill its purpose. 

What the libraries in this country need 
most is not simply financial support; they 
need intelligent understanding from the pub- 
lic. The library project has not loomed 
large enough in the minds of the people. 
Each one who uses it thinks of it in the light 
of the particular service he has received, 
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because library service is always a partie. 
ular service for an individual by an indiyiq. 
ual—always individual service, never magg 
or class service. Only such organizations 
as this great Parent-Teacher organization 
could see it as a whole in its wide applica. 
ition to adult education. : 

You who have the interests of education 
deeply at heart know that there is a great 
awakening desire for knowledge on the part 
of our adult population. People are alive 
to the many inventions and political changes, 
They are seeking information; they are al. 
ready making heavy demands on libraries, 
The Library has its finger on the public 
pulse, the librarian knows that now is the 
time to prepare for a great public service, 
You can do no greater service to the cause 
of adult education, which is the cause of 
libraries, than to understand and support 
and foster the widespread extension of free 
libraries . 

Mr. Clarence B. Lester, Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, spoke 
of The Use of Reading Courses, and Mrs. 
J. R. Dale, Secretary, Oklahoma Library 
Commission, spoke on Popularizing Books 
through Reading Lists, giving some interest- 
ing experiences from the work in Oklahoma, 

Mr. Webster Wheelock, Librarian, St. 
Paul Public Library closed the discussion 
with a talk on 
The Educational Advisor in the Public 

Library 

It may be well to begin by defining what 
we mean by an “educational advisor.” We 
mean a library employe of very broad edu- 
cation and of broad intellectual sympathies, 
whose sole duty it is to outline for such li- 
brary patrons as apply to him (or more 
probably to her) a course of sympathetic 
read ng or study on any subject in which 
the applicant may be interested. 

The literatures of the world; the history 
and appreciation of the fine arts and of 
music; history, political and constitutional, 
civics and polities; sociology and economics 
and their principal subdivisions, could all 
be covered intelligently by one whose for- 
mal education, whose tastes and whose li- 
brary experience had put him in touch with 
these fields, particularly if his breadth of in- 
formation were backed by pedagogical ex- 
perience. 

Although the primary purpose of such a 
department would ibe to outline courses of 
reading and study for those who are no 
longer taking school or college courses, they 
could also co-operate very effectively with 
the university extension activities, pointing 
out the opportunities that such courses offer 
and preparing the student for a more intel 
ligent grasp of the subject. 

It could by intelligent criticism of corres: 
pondence school courses and by personal it- 
terviews to determine fitness, prevent a good 
deal of disappointment and discouragemeni, 
not to mention waste of money, among the 
patrons of the schools—an activity that i 
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the end would benefit the correspondence 
schools as well as the individual. 

Too few of us realize how many are al- 
ready suffering from intellectual hunger or 
how many there are whose appetites would 
pe whetted if the feast were spread before 
them. Too few of us remember how diffi- 
cult it was to get properly started on a 
course of reading along some line that at- 
tracted our interest. 

I have no doubt that in every city of over 
100,000 inhabitants there are hundreds of 
young men and wo.nen and perhaps as many 
older men and women who waut the kind 
of guidance that an educational advisor 
could give and who would more or less con- 
sc.entiously pursue such reading courses as 
were mapped out for them if the books re- 
quired were on hand when they were ready 
for them. | 

Tne public mind has net yet grasped the 
idea that the library as it is conducted today 
is a school, serving people of every age from 
3 to 103 if such desire its services. 

There is no reason, with the machinery 
which the Ameriean Library Association, the 
Bureau of Education, and the State Library 
Commissions afford, why the syllabi prepar- 
ed at the larger libraries could not be put 
at the disposal of the smaller libraries. The 
St. Paul library has made frequent if not 
systematic, use of the courses prepared by 
the Home Education Division of the Bureau 
of Education, and, in its turn, would be more 
than glad to place at the disposal of the 
libraries of the country any syllabi it might 
prepare. 

In the afternoon, (Mrs. Augustus H. Reeve, 
President, National Congress of Mothers 
and Parent-Teacher Associations, opened 
the discussion on 


Practical Methods of Co-operation in Edu- 
cating for Parenthood 


She outlined the growth of the Parent- 
Teacher Association, and its aims, and the 
need of definite education for the task of 
parenthood, and systematic study of the 
complex problems of modern education. 

“Here is offered today to the three great 
organizations represented, a section of their 
vast field of possible activity and not a mis- 
cellaneous public among which are scattered 
certain potential students, but rather, a se- 
lected group of people whose interést is al- 
ready aroused, whose object has become 
fairly definite though many-sided as to its 
approach, and who in becoming members of 
this national body with its clearly defined 
aims and purposes have thereby signed 
their applications as would-be students in 
the great university of life, as patrons of the 
libraries wherein they may secure the ma- 
terial for their curricula. 

The universities must offer some courses 
which are immediately usable, applicable to 
conditions already existing, not to emergen- 
cies which may later arise, and demonstrat- 
ing methods whereby drudgery may be 
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raised to technical skill by the admixture of 
scientific principles. ; 

The second agency which has a great con- 
tribution to make to this education for 
parenthood is the free or public library, a 
second university, including all branches of 
learning and reaching out by a wide-spread 
extension division into the homes of rich 
or poor, to the dwellers in the cities and 
to the tiny isolated settlement or school. 

There will always be those who seek the 
heights, and many who reach them and 
serve as guides to others, and many more 
who long to go but do not know the way. 
There is much glory in having contributed 
to the development of one of those master 
spirits but the slower raising of the great 
level of humanity, the task which lies in the 
hands of such organizations as those which 
have met with us today, is civic betterment 
in its highest sense, and we as an organiza- 
tion shall be both proud and happy if in 
any way we may contribute to its accom- 
plishment.” 

Miss Sarah B. Askew, State Librarian, 
New Jersey, led the discussion, which she 
enlivened by stories told in her own inimit- 
able fashion, but making a serious plea for 
reaching the isolated women of the country 
through the county library. 

Excellent talks were given by Miss A. L. 
Marlatt, Director of Home Economics, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, Miss Julia Wade Aj- 
bot, Associate Director Health Education 
Division, American Child Health Association 
and Mrs. Arthur C. Watkins, Executive Sec- 
retary, National Congress of Mothers and 
Parent-Teacher Associations. 

Following a stimulating address on Good 
Literature in the Home, by Dr. Richard Bur- 
ton, University of Minnesota, the conference 
dinner was served in Alice Shevlin Hall. 





HOME EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Parent-Teacher Association, Minnesota 

The family reading circle has proved its 
worth as a safeguard of family life. The 
Home Education Committee hopes to serve 
the entire household: 

First the children whose evenings at 
home and vacation periods may be pleasant- 
ly and profitably spent in voluntary reading 
that will enrich and enlarge their mental 
and spiritual horizon and reinforce the more 
formal instruction of the school. 

Second the parents and the members of 
the household no longer in school, whatever 
their interests, who may secure the benefits 
of the best in print and continue their edu- 
cation throughout life. 

The Home Library. 

The books in the Home Library represent 
the permanent needs of the individual fam- 
ily. The great books from Mother Goose to 
the Bible and Shakespeare never grow old. 
The child’s choice of good books for his own 
library is valuable training which will insure 
a suitable library in adult life. 

The School Library. 














The state assists all schools in purchasing 
books suitable for honie reading and refer- 
ence. Does your school take advantage of 
its library aid? Lists from which the books 
are chosen are distributed by the county 
superintendent to rural schools and by the 
city superintendent to town schools. The 
law permits any school to make a contract 
with a public library for service and in 
towns of less than 2000 school boards u.ay 
provide public library service. 

The librarians of the local school, city, 
county, state and nation wish to serve the 
home. If your local library is not yet equip- 
ped to care for your needs ask your librar- 
ian to write to the State Library Division, 
Historical Building, St. Paul, where travel- 
ing libraries and answers to special requests 
may be secured at a nominal cost. 

HARRIET A. WOOD, Chairman, 
State Supervisor of School Libraries. 

Tihe above statement, together with a read- 
ing list for parents, was prepared for the 
Yearbook of the Minnesota Parent-Teacher 
Association, 

Our State Library Division desires to co- 
operate in every possible way with this as- 
sociation. 

SUMMER COURSES IN LIBRARY 
TRAINING 


University of Minnesota 





A special folder has been issued announc- 
ing courses in lL:brary training in the Sum- 
mer Session of the University June 21-July 
31, 1924. These courses are a part of the 
regular University work, and students regis- 
tering for any of them become regular stu- 
dents in the Summer Session of the Univer- 
sity; and must therefore meet the usual en- 
trance requirements. Such students may 
choose courses from any of the colleges or 
departments to supplement the work in Li- 
brary Training. 

Three courses are offered by the College 
of Science, Literature and the Arts: Cata- 
loging by Ruth Rosholt, Head Catalog De- 
partment, Minneapolis Public Library, (2 
credits) Classification and Subject Headings, 
by Lura C. Hutchinson, Reference Librarian, 
Minneapolis Public Library (2 credits); Se- 
lection of Books by Lucy Lee Powell, As- 
sistant, in charge of Bibliographies, Minne- 
apolis Public Library (3 credits). These 
courses will all be given in Room 1, the New 
Library Building. 

Two courses are offered by the College of 
Education, both given by Alma M. Penrose, 
Instructor in the College of Education and 
Librarian of the University High School: 
School Library Administration and Refer- 
ence (2% credits); Selection of Books for 
School Libraries (2% credits). The courses 
in Cataloging and in Classification and Sub- 
ject Headings are also credited in the Col- 
lege of Education. 

Credits are given only to students with 
at least two years’ credit of approved col- 
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lege or university work. Students with less 
than two years of college credit, who are 
employed in regular public or school jj. 


brary work, or who are under appointment 


to such positions, may be admitted ag “no 
credit students on presentation of satigfag. 
tory evidence of ability, and must have their 
credentials approved by the Library Divigiop 
of the State Department of Education, gt 
Paul. 
A tuition fee of $25 is payable at the time 
of registration, and an additional genera] de. 
posit of $2 for lockers, library fines, ete. 
the unused balance of which will be refund. 
ed by mail after the close of the session. 
Information regarding room and _ board 
and general information as to the summer 
session will be found in the general Sum- 
mer Session bulletin, to be obtained by ad- 
dressing the Director, Summer Session, or 
the Registrar, University. of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
For further special information concern- 
ing the courses in Library Methods, address 
the Librarian, University of Minnesota, 


Bemidji Teachers College 

In response to numerous inquiries as to 
whether there would be a library methods 
course this summer it has practically been 
determined that this will (be a permanent 
feature of our summer school. 

The course will be given two hours a day, 
and will be a full credit course. It includes 
lectures and _ practice in book selection, 
classification, shelf-list, mending and care 
of books, teaching the use of the library, 
and some reference work, chiefly on the 
dictionaries and encyclopedias. The course 
is planned primarily with rural schools in 
mind and the emphasis will be placed upon 
practices suitable for rural school libraries. 
Martha Wilson’s School library management 
is used as a basis for the work. 

HELEN E. FARR, Librarian. 


Mankato Teachers College 

A half credit course in Rural School Li- 
brary Methods is offered by Alice N. Farr, 
Librarian. This course aims to familiarize 
the student with the essentials of library or- 
ganization and usage, adapted to the needs 
of the rural school (Emphasis will be 
placed on the selection of books and methods 
of using the library). Practical work follow- 
ing the discussion of each problem will con- 
stitute an important part of the course. 

The class will meet four times a week for 
an hour's recitation. Topics touched upon 
will be the value and need of the library in 
the rural school, the various ways in which 
the state helps, the processes of library or 
ganization, inciuding classification, acces 
sioning, shelf-listing, shelving of books, me 
chanical preparation, school library equip- 
ment, mending of books, book selection, care 
of pamphlets, pictures and magazines; also 
the use of the library and instruction to 
ehildren. 

ALICH N. FARR, Librarian. 
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Moorhead Teachers College 


We are offering no formal course of li- 
prary instruction for the summer term, but 
it is our intention to give just as much in- 
formal and incidental instruction as we can 
fnd time and opportunity for, and we hope 
to accomplish as much as we have in the 
last two terms. 

SARAH HOUGHAM, Librarian. 
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: St. Cloud Teachers College 
Below is given a brief outline of the 
! course to be offered at the St. Cloud Teach- 
ers’ College this summer. The text used is 
Wilson-School library management. 

I. Purpose: To enable the student to 
take charge of a school library and to make 
, it an effective part of the school. 

r II. Scope: 

’ A. Introduction. 

1. Value to school and commu- 

: nity. 

3 2. Various kinds of school librar- 
ies: elementary, high. 

3. Relation of the school library 

) to the Minnesota Library Di- 

vision. 

B. Organization of the library. 

1. Sorting, accessioning, check- 
ing with the Elementary list 

and classifying the books. 

Making the book pocket, card 

' and the shelf list. 

Mending and binding books. 

Ordering new books, using the 

Elementary list. Study of 

state aid law. 

; 


$9 bo 


Each process is actually done by 
the students and samples kept in the 
student’s notebook. 


C. Book knowledge. 

1. Aids to book selection. 

2. Brief study of types of books 
for the school library, based 
on the Elementary List. 
Tests for books of each class. 

3. Special study of the suggested 
200 books for a school library 
noted in the Elementary List. 

4. The acquaintanceship through 
reading or reviews of books 
suitable to suggest to children 


to read. 
D. Choice and care of other library 
material. 
1. Pictures; 2. Pamphlets; 3. 
Magazines. 


E. Use of the Library. 
1. By the children. 
a. Ways of interesting chil- 
dren in books. 
b. Lessons in the use of the 
library. 
2. By the teachers. 
a. Use of the subject index 
of Bacon’s Children’s Cat- 
alog. 
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3. By the community. 
a. Advertisement of books in 
the library helpful to the 
community. 
b. Aids from the Library Di- 
vision. 
EDITH E. H. GRANNIS, Librarian. 





TRAINING FOR HOSPITAL LIBRARY 
SERVICE 


A special bulletin of the University of 
Minnesota, April 21, 1924, announces a 
course in Hospital Library Service to be of- 
fered in the College of Science, Literature 
and Arts. 

This course is offered in response to the 
growing demand for library service in hos- 
pitals and allied institutions. A brief ex- 
perience of this service has taught hospital 
administrators, physicians and nurses the 
remedial value of reading. This bulletin out- 
lines a sequence of three years of collegiate 
study, one year of library training and a 
fifth year in the theory and practice of hos- 
pital library service which should insure fit- 
ness for this work. 

The fourth year of professional library 
training is not yet offered at the University 
of Minnesota and until it is it will be nec- 
essary for the student to take it in one of 
the library schools elsewhere. 

The concluding year of the course will in- 
clude an intensive, specialized group of sub- 
jects directly bearing on the special field 
of the hospital library. These are Preven- 
tive Medicine; Mental Hygiene; Ethics of 
Nursing; Principles and Practice of Medical 
Social Service in Clinic, Hospital and Home; 
Relationships of Hospitals to Social Work; 
Occupational Therapy; Hospitals and Hospi- 
tal Economics; Therapeutic Value of Read- 
ing; Nervous and Mental Conditions; Hospi- 
tal Library Administration; Literature for 
the Use of Hospital Groups; Field Work in 
Hospital Libraries. This course will be giv- 
en in the Departments of Medicine, Preven- 
tive Medicine and Medical Social Service of 
the College and the Medical School and the 
School of Nursing, which brings the pros- 
pective hospital librarian into direct contact 
with physicians, nurses and social workers 
in whose field much of ther future work 
must lie. The field work will be in the hos- 
pitals of Minneapolis and St. Paul, which 
include institutions of all types, general and 
special. This part of the work will be un- 
der the direct charge of Miss Perrie Jones, 
Hospital. Librarian of the St. Paul Public 
Library and Mrs. E. B. Bailey in charge of 
the Hospital Library Service of the Minne- 
apolis Public Library. Dr. R. O. Beard, Sec- 
retary of the Faculty of the Medical School, 
will supervise the medical courses and will 
personally conduct the course in the Ther- 
apeutic Value of Reading. With the Li- 
brarian of the University, Frank K. Walter, 
who will serve as chairman, Dr. Beard and 
Miss Jones will constitute an advisory com- 














mittee who will pass on applications for ad- 
mission. 

The bulletin giving full details as to ad- 
mission requirements, registration, outline 
of courses, degrees, certificate, and fees 
may be obtained on application to Frank K. 
Walter, Librarian, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Saratoga Springs Conference 

It is expected that the Saratoga Springs 
meeting will be one of the notable gather- 
ings of the A.cerican Library Association. 
The recent generous gits to the Association 
have given new courage to the executive of- 
ficers, and enabled them to undertake a 
thorough study of pressing library proble.us. 

The preliminary report oi the Temporary 
Library Training Board will stimulate an in- 
teresting discussion, and the plans for the 
survey of Home Education are awaited w.th 
interest. The full program will be printed 
in the A. L. A. Bulletin for May. The ad- 
vance registration has already reached 2000. 

Travel Announcements. A special rate of 
one and one-half fiare for the round trip will 
be available, return limit July 9th. Going 
and return trips must be made over the 
same route. 

The regular summer tourist rate, Minne- 
apolis or St. Paul to Saratoga Springs is 
$76.85. This ticket permits stop-overs at 
all points en route and carries a final return 
limit of October 31st. 

A variable-route, 60-day limil ticket will 
be in effect at this same time for $87.28, 
going via Montreal, destination New York, 
reading through Saratoga Springs, return- 
ing direct or via Washington as may be de- 
sired. This route may ibe reversed. 

Approximate one-way railroad fares and 
Pullman charges to Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
are as follows: 


Lower 

Rail-fare berth 

From Duluth, Minn. 47.31 12.75 
Minneapolis, Minn. 45.56 12.00 

St. Paul, Minn. 45.17 12.00 


A special train will leave Chicago, via the 
Michigan Central railroad, Saturday at mid- 
night, June 28, stopping at Niagara Falls on 
Sunday and arriving at Saratoga Springs 
7 a. m., Monday, June 30. For reservations 
and further information address John F. 
Phelan, Chicago Public Library. 

Gifts 

Grants amounting to $26,000 for the cur- 
rent fiscal year were made to the American 
Library Association recently by the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York. The grants 
were for five separate items as follows: 
$2,000 to the Temporary Library Training 
Board, to cover the expense of the open 
meeting in New York City, April 15-17; 
$7,500 for the survey already started by the 
Committee of Five on Library Service, of 
which Dr. A. E. Bostwick is chairman; 
$6,000 for a study of libraries and adult edu- 
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cation; $3,000 for a general editor anq a 
proof reader; $7,500 for A. L. A. headquar. 
ters rent and moving expenses. 

The study of libraries and adult education 
is to be conducted by a commission which 
the Executive Board has voted to create 
but the members of which have not yet bee, 
chosen. L. L. Dickerson, until recently with 
the United States Army as advisory jj. 
brarian, has been engaged as an executiye 
assistant to aid in its study. He igs noy 
assembling material and preparing tenta- 
tive plans. The vote of the Executive Boarg 
authorizing the appointment of the commis. 
sion defines the commission’s duties ag fo}. 
1OWS: 

“To study the adult education movement 
and the work of libraries for adults and old. 
er boys and girls out of school; to report 
its findings and recommendations to the 
Council.” 

The other gifts provide additional room 
‘or A. L. A. Headquarters and make poggi- 
ble more prompt preparation of American 
Library Association publications. 

Have You Joined the A. L. A. 

“A. L. A. Ten Thousand Members by 
1926!” is the slogan issued (by Mr. John A. 
Lowe and his A. L. A. Membership Commit. 
tee. What states will have a one hundred 
percent enrollment? Let us all help the 
Minnesota Committee to put Minnesota in 
the front rank. 

“Of the twenty thousand library workers 
in America fifty percent should be members 
of the national professional organization. 

“A membership of ten thousand will en- 
able the Assoc‘ation to carry out extensive 
plans and render more vital and valuable 
professional service to each member and to 
the library movement.” 

TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 

The Temporary Training Board met in 
New York City April 14-18. From April 
15-17 the meetings consisted of open hear- 
ings for the discussion of the _ provisional 
draft of the plans to be submitted to the 
A. L. A. Council at Saratoga Springs. 

Representatives from twelve _ library 
schools, from training and apprentice class- 
es, summer sessions, teacher training insti- 
tutions, Chairmen of the A. L. A. Committees 
and cfficers of sections concerned with edu- 
cation and training and a number of other 
librarians spent three days in careful cor 
sideration of the findings and recommenda 
tions of the Board. 

A spirit of helpful constructive criticism 
was evident on the part of the speakers and 
the receptive attitude of the Board drew 
out the fears of those who questioned the 
wisdom of setting the standards too high 
and the confidence of those who believed 
that these fears were not well founded. 

The general impression was that we “must 
expect great things’ and plan for the ad- 
vance of the next fifty years, carefully con 
serving all the valuable features of our pres 
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ent training agencies and making it possi- 
ple for the ambitious student of librarian- 
ship to move steadily to higher levels of 
scholarship and effectiveness. A scheme of 
training for library work is being developed 
that will parallel study and research in other 
fields from the secondary to the graduate 
school. 

That there is a close relation between the 
new movement for Adult Education and 
trained librarianship is apparent. 

Mr. Adam Strohm, chairman of the Board, 
in his opening talk expressed the convic- 
tion that a science of life must be evolved, 
that lack of imagination causes people to 
accept the movie and radio in place of read- 
ing; that libraries have great unused re- 
sources because we have not workers suffi- 
ciently acquainted with them. The Wil- 
liamson report he regards as a challenge 
put we are not wedded to it. All librarians 
have a common responsibility for progress 
in the improvement of the profession. 

Mr. Reece presented a scheme relating li- 
brary training to present university organ- 
ization. This was printed within twenty- 
four hours and placed in the hands of the 
conference. 

No one who was present during the three 
days of intensely interesting and frank dis- 
cussion with many high points of inspiration 
could doubt for a moment “the greater and 
more glorious tomorrow for library work.” 
H. A. W. 





MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
The Executive Committee met on April 29, 
1924, when the following tentative program 
for the meeting to be held Sept. 24-26, was 
outlined. 
Subject: Adult Education 
Sept. 24. Wednesday evening. 
Reception by Twin City Library Club, ar- 
ranged by Entertainment Committee. 
Sept. 25. Thursday. 
9:00 Business session. 
Adult Education Problem. 
State resources for adult education. 
University Extension. 
Hill Reference Library. 
State Library Division, etc. 
Section meetings. 
School Librarians. 
Small Town Librarians. 
Trustees. 
College Librarians. 
Dinner. 
Dr. Folwell and Dr. Hosmer special 
guests. 
President Coffman, speaker. 
Friday. 
Business session. 
Election of officers. 
Books in adult education: 
vate library. 
Editions. Leonard Wells. 
Illustrations. S. C. Burton Etcher. 
Selection. (Book symposium.) 


2:00 


Sept. 26. 
9:00 


The pri- 


Lunch 
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1:15—2:00 Organ recital. 
2:00 The librarian in adult education. 
Mrs. Jennings. 
Qualities of a librarian. 
Ideals for a librarian. Dean Ford. 
Entertainment Committee. i 
Miss Helen Smith, Chairman 
Miss Helen Norris 
Miss Agnes Silk 
Miss Ruth Rosholt 
Miss Louise Lamb 
Miss Ethel Berry 
Miss Bessie Scripture 
To arrange place of meeting, housing, for 
reception and any special entertainment, as 
organ recital, dinner, etc. 
Exhibit Committee. 
Mr. Russell, Chairman. 
Education Committee. 
Miss Mary A. Tawney, Chairman 
Miss Harriet Wood 
Mrs. J. T. Jennings 
Miss Margaret Greer 
Miss Hougham 
Publicity Committee. 
Miss Margaret Hickman, Chairman 
Miss Adeline Davidson 
State Documents Committee. 
Miss Lura Hutchinson, Chairman 
Miss Gertrude Krausnick 
Miss Harriet Dutcher 
Membership Committee. 
Miss Lura Hutchinson, Chairman 
Miss Clara Leet 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson 
Rev. Basil Stegmann 
Mr. A. L. Sperry 
Agricultural Reading Committee. 
Miss Maud Van Buren, Chairman 
Miss Harriet Sewall 
Miss Pauline Field 
Miss Grace W. Estes 
The Agricultural Reading Committee had 
a meeting on May 5th at the Agricultural 
College. After some discussion it was con- 
cluded that it would ‘be best to limit our 
efforts to books of a general nature instead 
of duplicating the efforts of the agricultural 
department. Accordingly, we decided to 
compile a list of two hundred and fifty 
titles, the classes being apportioned among 
the members of the committee. Under Use- 
ful Arts a few practical books will be listed 
(books of a general nature and standard). 
We called Mr. Balmer in after luncheon and 
convinced him that our list should be’ pu- 
lished by the department for general dis- 
tribution. He was agreeable to the idea 
and will set about ways and means of having 
it done. We expect to meet again the last 
of August to discuss the titles submitted by 
the members of the committee and to draft 
a report for the Association. 
MAUD VAN BUREN, Chairman. 


LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 
The seventh annual meeting of the Lake 
Region Library Club will be held in Wa- 
dena, May 28rd and 24th. 











The program opens with a roll call of li- 
brarians, who will respond with “My Bit for 
Advancement During the year.” A Trustees’ 
Round Table will be conducted by Mr. Paul 
Ahles, St. Cloud. 

For the Book Symposium each member 
will report briefly on one book I have en- 
joyed reading during the year and why. 
Chats about magazines will be led by Mrs. 
Jenny Lind Blanchard, Little Falls. 

At 6:30 those attending will be the guests 
of the library board at dinner, with wel- 
coming speeches from the mayor and the 
president of the library board, and a re- 
sponse by Miss Ethel McCubrey of Moor- 
head. 

At 8 o’clock a public meeting will ibe held 
at the Cozy Theater. A short talk on Mark- 
ing Time in the Library will be given by 
L. H. Colson, followed by Clara F. Baldwin, 
of the Library Division, who will discuss 
The Next Step. The grade school children 
will give the play, “Friends in Bookland.” 

On Saturday morning, the program will 
open with the business session. A Round 
Table on School Libraries will be led by 
Harriet A. Wood, State Supervisor of 
School Libraries, and Gladys M. Brown, 
Reference Librarian of the Traveling Li- 
brary, will speak on Reference Work at 
Long Distance. Amy A. Lewis, of Fergus 
Falls, will give echoes of her visit to Eng- 
land last summer. Mrs. Clara Jones, of 
Brainerd, will conduct the Question Box. 


Some questions proposed in advance are Ap- 


prentice Work in the Small Library, Pictures 
and how to use them, What the Public Li- 
brary Expects from the School. At the 
close of the meeting there will be a lunch- 
eon, followed by an auto ride. 

The officers of the association are: Jean 
P. Stewart, Wadena, President; Mrs. J. C. 
Parker, Blackduck, Vice-President; Miss 
Amy Hanscom, Willmar, Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

CLARA BALDWIN LIBRARY CLUB 

The Clara Baldwin Library Club met on 
Wednesday, March 19, at Mt. Iron. Seven 
libraries were represented and there were 
live discussions on such subjects as Bible 
study in connection with the schools, and 
the use of borrowers cards, i. ©. whether to 
use them at all or not, radio in connection 
with the library, etc. 

The program was as follows: Reference 
books, discussion led by Grace Stevens, Vir- 
ginia; Fiction, Charlotte Clark, Hibbing; 
Fine Arts, Gertrude Davis, Hibbing; Biog- 
raphy, Sociology and Religion, Nelle Olson, 
Buhl; Children’s Books, Sara Lamb, Eveleth. 

Miss Stevens spoke of the new and en- 
larged edition of Dillmont’s Encyclopedia of 
needle work, now published by Lemcke at 
$1.59. Black’s Picture guide and the new 
Grove Musical dictionary were discussed. 
Miss Davis had copies of Planche’s “Ency- 
clopedia of costume” Blanke’s Lace book 
and Racinet’s “Le costume historique.” 


Miss Olson led a rather heated discusgion 
on Van Loon’s “Story of the Bible,” Good- 
speed’s “New Testament,” Ellis’ “Dance of 
Life.” 

Miss Lamb, who has had experience ip a 
book store, expressed a wish that all the 
missionary work being done to promote the 
owning of books such as the “Own a book” 
“Buy a book a week,” etc. might be used for 
good books only. The demand for “The 
Airplane boys” and the like was too great, 

Copies of Howard Pyle’s “Book of the 
American Spirit” and of Queen Marie, “Story 
of Naughty Kildeen” were on display at the 
meeting. 

Luncheon was_ served in the Domestic 
Science rooms at the High School. 

The April meeting of the club was held 
on the 16th at Virginia, with an attendance 
of fourteen. Luncheon was served at the 
Kay Hotel. 

Mr. Owen Winford, Secretary of the Vir- 
ginia Commercial Club, explained and recom- 
mended the National Board of Review for 
securing better films, and for reviewing 
moving pictures to be shown in one’s local 
theatres. He urged libraries to take over 
the service ($5.00 per year) as they with 
their cataloging tendencies would do the 
work efficiently. 

Miss Arper, Hibbing High School Library, 
reviewed recent poetry, and had many of the 
books with her. Miss Baker, Virginia Pub- 
lie Library, spoke about recent drama. She 
said “Virginia is quite drama mad. If there 
are some rather indifferent readers of plays, 
we start them off on the Green Goddess and 
they become addicts.” 

On May 14th the club met at the Cloquet 
Public Library. The librarians from the 
Range, representing Hibbing, Chisholm, 
Buhl, Mountain Iron, Virginia and Eveleth 
chartered a bus, arriving at noon. Miss 
Davidson, of Duluth, and Miss Baldwin and 
Miss Wood of the Library Division were also 
present. A delicious luncheon was served 
in the library club rooms by the members of 
the library board, every member of the 
board being present. 

After luncheon, Mr. Fauley, president of 
the library board, extended a cordial wel- 
come to the guests. 

Miss Baldwin gave a report of the Con- 
ference on Home Education held in Minne- 
apolis May 7. 

Miss Hurlbert presented the report of the 
committee on County Libraries with facts 
showing the «area and population not yet 
reached by library service, and a tentative 
budget. 

A resolution was adopted recommending 
the establishment of two library centers, one 
at Duluth and one at Virginia, from which 
library service by means of traveling li 
brary busses may be given to all parts of 
the county which are now without library 
facilities. The resolution was referred to 
the St. Louis County Club which has en- 
dorsed the plan. 
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Miss Wood gave a report of the meeting 
of the Temporary Library Training Board. 
A visit was made to the new Wood Con- 
version plant, where balsam wool and other 
products are made. 
CHARLOTTE H. CLARK, Secretary. 
TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 

On Wednesday evening, May 7th, the 
Twin City Library Club held its spring meet- 
ing in Alice Shevlin Hall on the University 
Campus. A reception was held for the vis- 
iting librarians who had come to the Twin 
Cities for the Conference on Adult Educa- 
tion. 

In the absence of Miss Kilian, Mr. Hodne- 
field presided. Short addresses .were given 
by the guests. Mr. Carl Milam, Secretary 
' of the American Library Association spoke 
on “Who’s who in the A. L. A.,” Mr. Dick- 
erson on “Publications of the A. L. A.,” Mrs. 
J. R. Dale of Oklahoma told us of ‘Library 
work in Oklahoma” and Miss Sarah Askew 
of New Jersey entertained the group with 
many of her humorous stories. Light re- 
frshments were served. About one hun- 
dred and thirty attended the meeting. 

AGNES K. SILK, Secretary-Treasurer. 








THE STAFF MEETING 


The Staff Meeting at Owatonna is a feast 
of-good things. Miss Baldwin and Miss 
Wood recently had the pleasure of attend- 
ing one of the staff luncheons which has be- 
come an established feature. 

To these luncheon meetings two board 
members with their husbands or wives are 
invited in turn and reports are made by the 
staff of both public and school libraries on 
local library activities and interesting arti- 
cles found in the library periodicals. The 
board members also discuss the welfare of 
the library. The fine spirit of service and 
deep interest on the part of the young li- 
brarians developing in the community was 
marked. It was evident also that the board 
members were co-operating heartily with 
the librarians in the extension of the work 
of bringing books into every home. 

Two of the student assistants enter col- 
lege next fall. A young man who hopes to 
become a librarian has been selected as an 
assistant for the coming year as a result of 
atalk given by the librarian on “Librarian- 
ship as a vocation for men.” 





BOOK-MENDING DEMONSTRATION 
A demonstration of the Toronto Method 
of Book Repair was given in the Minneapolis 
Public Library May 17, 19, 20 and 21st by 
Miss Jane Baumler, field demonstrator for 
Gaylord Bros. 

Librarians in nearby towns were invited 
io attend the demonstration, and a _ con- 
siderable number responded. 





AIDS FOR LIBRARIANS 
Reading Lists published by the A. L. A. 
are as follows: 


100 Worth-While Books. 8 copies, 25 cents. 

A list based on the opinion of 96 men and 
women, not books one ought to read, but 
those that have been “read, re-read and re- 
membered longest.’ Published in response 
to wide demand. 


Men Who Have Succeeded. 

25 cents. 

Biographies of such men as Carnegie, 
Edison, Roosevelt, Barnum, Coolidge, Bok, 
whose lives will always be an inspiration. 
Interesting annotations. 

House Planning, Interior Decoration and 

Furniture. Single copy 15c; 8, 25c. 

A reading course which selects and de- 
scribes in some detail 9 books which should 
(ae read in progressive order. 

College Life and College Sport. Single copy, 
20c; 12, $1.00. 

A reading list on college life, sports and 
academic opportunities. 

Books for Boys. 8 copies, 25c. 

The Rotary list, arranged for Rotary Club 
of New York for distribution during Boys’ 
Week, April 27-May 3. Includes good books 
for boys from 4 to 16, grouped according to 
years. Prices for single copies or small 


12 copies, 


quantities only are given. 





MISSING 


The County Library Exhibit, consisting of 
13 or 14 panels prepared by the American 
Library Association is missing, and we are 
unable to locate its whereabouts through 
our records. If this has been stranded in 
any library in the state will the librarian 
please send it at once to the Library Divi- 
sion, and postage will be remitted promptly. 





WANTED 


Readers’ Guide (annual) 1921. 
Clara L. Oakley, 
Public Library, Buffalo, Minn. 





OFFERED 
Outlook, 1898-1902 v. 58-72. 
bd in half-roan, complete. 
High School Library, Hill City, Minn. 
Poe E. A. The Raven, il by Gustave Dore, 
Folio. Harper, 1883. 
Teachers College Library, St. Cloud, Minn. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 

The Traveling Library has made several 
important changes in its rules and regula- 
tions which will be of interest to all its 
patrons. A letter, sent to the librarians 
of public libraries calling attention to these 
changes and asking their cooperation in 
carrying them out, has met with a gratify- 
ing response. 

In towns where there is a public library 
individuals must send through the library 
for books and articles desired from the 
Library Division. The material will be sent 
to the local library to be re-lent to the pat- 
ron. This change has been made not pri- 
marily for the convenience of the Library 
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Division, but to enable the local library to 
serve its patrons in this way, and to avoid 
sending out material which is available in 
the public library. Where there is no li- 
brary, material will, as usual, be sent direct 
to the individual borrowers. 

Every book, article and pamphlet lent by 
the Library Division is now stamped with 
date due. A request for renewal must con- 
tain a list of the material and the date when 
it is due. On individual loans return post- 
age only is paid by the borrower. This 
change will result in a saving of money by 
Traveling Library patrons, and time by the 
Traveling Library staff. 

It has been necessary to increase the fee 
for transportation on Traveling Libraries, 
as the charge made was established long 
ago before the increase in freight rates and 
drayage. The fee is now $3 for 50 books 
and $1.50 for 25 books. 

Clubs will note that the special fee of 
one dollar for club libraries has been dis- 
continued. The club is still required to pay 
the transportation both ways. 

If these changes are not clear, or if you 
wish further information, write for the new 
leaflet “Free Books” which has just been 
issued by the Library Division. 

—G. W. E. 





PERSONAL 

During April the Supervisor of School 
Libraries, Miss Harriet Wood, lectured at 
the library schools in Pittsburgh and Cleve- 
land on the “School Libraries in Minnesota” 
and “Reading as a Pleasure Versus Reading 
as a Task.” 

These visits made possible an inspection 
of school libraries in these two cities. From 
Cleveland the journey was extended to New 
York City for the purpose of attending the 
conference called by the Temporary Train- 
ing Board. 

Visits were also made to the famous Lin- 
coln School Library, Vassar College Library 
and the library schools at the University of 
Syracuse and Albany. 

Earlier in the school year visits were 


made to Kalamazoo and Grand Rapids, 
Michigan to attend the 
Association. 

Much good 


Michigan Library 


counsel and inspiration is 


gained by such visits outside our own boyp. 
daries. 

Miss Gladys M. Brown, Reference  j. 
brarian of the Traveling Library, hag re. 
signed her position to take effect June Ist 
and will spend the summer in Yellowstone 
Park with the Haynes Picture Co. 

Miss Frances Earhart, formerly librarian 
at Duluth, was married January 22nd, at the 
home of her sister, Dr. Lida B. Earhart 
Lincoln, Nebraska, to A. L. Warner of Minn. 
eapolis. 

Miss Marion Crosby, of Franklin Branch, 
Minneapolis, had a story in the February, 
1923, issue of Midland magazine, which js 
listed with three stars in the new O’Brien’s 
Best short stories. 

Miss Ruth Peters, Carnegie Library 
School, Pittsburgh, has been appointed Sy. 
pervisor of Children’s work. Duluth Public 
Library, and comes to the library August 1, 

Miss Esther Leppi, formerly assistant in 
the Mountain Iron Public Library, has been 
appointed a general assistant in the Duluth 
Public Library. 

Miss Maud van Buren, librarian at Owa- 
tonna, received a prize from Gaylord Bros, 
for the best suggestion as to ways of using 
Library Logic in a small library. 

Miss Vera Tracy, of Wilkes-Barre, Penn- 
sylvania, has been appointed children’s li- 
brarian at Hibbing and began work April 1. 

Miss Hazel Laing, a former member of 
the Hibbing staff, and afterwards librarian 
at Buhl, returned to Hibbing April 1 as 
librarian of the South Hibbing Branch. 

Miss Irma Walker, formerly reference 
librarian at Hibbing, has resigned her posi- 
tion as librarian of the Western Society 
of Engineers in Chicago to become head of 
the reference department of the Public Li- 
brary at Long Beach, Cal. 

Miss Emily H. Pope, of the Catalog Di- 
vision, St. Paul Public Library has returned 
from a leave of absence. She spent some 
time in Bermuda and on her way home 
visited the Library of Congress in Wash- 
ington. 

Miss Lillian Reinholdson, who had two 
years’ experience as high school librarian, 
and who took the summer library course 
given by the Library Commission, joined 
the Catalog staff the first of April. 
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| News From Public Libraries 


———— 


NOTE—Items of news for this column are 
solicited from all libraries in the state. These 
should be real news items, indicating some 


rogress, Or new plan which may be suggestive 
to other libraries. Notes should be sent to the 
pirector of Libraries by the 15th of the month 
preceding each issue of the bulletin, which ap- 

quarterly in March, June, September and 
December. 


Aitkin. A story-hour has been held at the 
library on Saturdays through the winter, 
mder the direction of the librarian, Mrs. 
HH. Allison, assisted by teachers and club 
women. 

Brainerd. The Brainerd Musical Club is 
paying the expenses of landscaping the 
library grounds under the supervision of the 
library board. 

Buhl. A case of foreign books and easy 
histories has been placed in the night 
schools with good results, as it is in conven- 
jent for most of the night school pupils to 
visit the library in the day time. 

Carlton. The library was removed to an 
attractive room in the new court house in 


March. Miss Baldwin spent two days as- 
sisting the librarian in re-arranging the 
books. 


A lecture on bird and animal life by Guy 
(, Caldwell, was sponsored by the Cariton 
Study club for the benefit of the library. 


Coleraine. The library club rooms are 
filling a long felt need in the community 
life of Coleraine. During February, 14 meet- 
ings were held in the rooms. Several Max- 
feld Parrish pictures complete the decora- 
tion of the rooms and The Home of the 
Heron, by Innes has been hung in the adult 
reading room. 

Crookston. The library has been re-or- 
ganized and cataloged by Mrs. Jessie Frid- 
ley, of Brookings, S. D. who was a member 








of the training class of the Minneapolis 
Public Library several years ago. 

Duluth. A special observance of music 
week was held in the library. Story hours 
with music records brought an attendance 
of 140 at the main library and over 100 at 
the Lincoln Branch. 

Fairmont. E. R. Flygare of the Library 
Board gave a talk on the library at a recent 
luncheon of the Kiwanis Club. 

Recent gifts received include 25 books 
fom a friend of one of the board members, 
adonation from the Travel Class, $10 from 
Mrs. Fred Porter and $15 from the P. EF. O. 

Farmington. Over $80 was cleared at a 


winter carnival put on, by the Community 
Club for the purpose of buying new books 
and shelving for the library, which is main- 
tained by the club. 

Miss Cornelia Plaister, librarian of South 
. spoke at a recent meeting of the 
club. 





International Falls. The report of the 
library for April shows an increase in use 
in all departments, especially in the package 
service to county borrowers. 

A new reading room table has been pre- 
sented to the library by the school, and 12 
chairs and a newspaper rack have been or- 
dered from the Library Bureau. 


Lake City. A gift of 67 books has been 
received from Mrs. Andrew Keogh of New 
Haven, Conn. Mrs. Keogh was a former 
resident of Lake City. 


Litchfield. The Woman’s Club gave a 
library tea in March to raise money for 
new books. 


Long Prairie. An entertainment to raise 
money for the maintenance of the library 
was given in the High School auditorium, 
May 21, under the direction of the Woman’s 
Literary Club. 


Minneapolis. The county circulation for 
1923 reached 141,219, a gain of nearly fifty 
per cent over the total for 1922. Over 6,000 
books were delivered directly to farmhouses 
by the county book wagon. 

The new, large reading room at Wayzata 
has five tables and added book space. The 
Mound library, in spacious quarters in the 
consolidated school, has been newly fur- 
nished. There are community libraries also 
in the consolidated school buildings at St. 
Louis Park, Bloomington, Edina and Minne- 
tonka Mills. When the Eden Prairie school 
is completed, the county library will install 
a community library in a room designed 
for it. 

The library had a display at the Health 
Exhibit, May 3-10, and for this purpose is- 
sued several new short reading lists on 
health and recreation. Another phase of 
this exhibit was the library service in hos- 
pitals which has now been extended to seven 
hospitals and _ circulates 4,000 books a 
month. 

New Prague. The Public Library former- 
ly conducted by the American Legion at 
their Legion Club room has been combined 
with the library in the new High School 
building, which is now open to the public. 


Owatonna. The library club organized a 
year ago now has a membership of 433. 

The County Commissioners have appro- 
priated $1,500 for county extension service 
during the current year. The chairman of 
the Board of County Commissioners has 
been appointed to sit with the library 
board, and is now a regular and enthusiastic 
attendant at the meetings. 


Pine City. The annual meeting of the 
Library Association was held in the library 
room on the evening of May 5th. Reports 
of officers and librarian showed an increase 
in use and interest during the past year. 
A discussion on the library law and the 
possibility of securing a library tax was led 
by Representative J. A. Therrien. Miss 














Baldwin was present and gave a talk on 
some of the new books in the library. 

Red Wing. Miss Grace Meyer, Librarian, 
gave a talk on The Place of the Library 
in the Community at a recent meeting of 
the Women’s Community Association, when 
civic activities were discussed. 

Rochester. The annual report for 1923 
shows a circulation of 79,157, an increase 
of 10,000 over the previous year. The hos- 
pital library service, which was taken over 
in October, now has a monthly circulation 
of about 1,200 volumes. 

St. Paul. The Fine Arts department of 
the St. Paul Public Library held from April 
14-28 an exhibit of most interesting book- 
plates, the work of Mr. Gardner Teall of 
New York. 

An exhibition of the Art work of the first 
eight grades of the Public Schools was held 
at the Saint Paul Public Library the first 
two weeks in May. 

On May 15th Miss Lily A. Long delighted 
the members of the Apprentice classes by 
a “Reading from the poets.” The poems 
were chiefly from an anthology which she 
herself had collected several years ago en- 
titled “Songs of the Stout Heart.” By re- 
quest Miss Long also read some of her 
own poems. 

Dr. LeRoy Arnold will give a lecture on 
the Broadway Plays of 1924 before the Ap- 
prentice classes and other members of the 


staff, Thursday evening, May 15th. 

Sauk Center. The library appropriation 
for the current year is $3,000. The buijg. 
ing has been completely redecorated anq 
varnished and now presents a much more 
cheerful appearance. 

South St. Paul. Realizing the need of 
some program of activities for the girls jp 
South St. Paul, the Library Board is fos. 
tering the Girl Scout work in that city, 
Seventy-five girls responded to the invita. 
tion to attend the first meeting, and two 
troops were formed with 32 girls in each 
troop. Miss Marjorie Dornberg, a High 
School teacher is Captain of one of the 
troops and: the Librarian of the other. 4 
third troop is in the process of formation 
now, with Miss Lillian Gelwicks, nurse at 
the Health Center as Captain. The girls 
in the two original troops have passed their 
tenderfoot tests and are now second class 
scouts. The Girl Scouts of South St. Paul 
have been asked to assist in the Memorial 
Day parade and program. 

One hundred and fifty books have been 
given to the Library since March first and 
many copies of back magazines. 

Zumbrota. 
stroyed the village hall, seriously threatened 
the library building which is close by. All 
the books and furniture were carried out, 
but no damage was done. 


A fire, which completely de- 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 








——————— 


RANGE SCHOOL LIBRARIANS’ CLUB 


The School Librarians on the Range held 
4 meeting March 8th as the guests of the 
Biwabik School Library. Miss Helen 
gratte, the librarian with the assistance 
i the Home Economics Department served 
a delightful luncheon, The club has secured 
tyo speakers, Miss Martha Wilson and Miss 
Pella MacGregor, for the Division Meeting 
of the Minnesota Education Association. 
Membership in the M. L. A. and the A. L. A. 
was presented very enthusiastically by Miss 
neatryce Finn. 

There was a discussion of picture files 
and work was begun on an outline for teach- 
ing the use of books and libraries in schools. 

A talk was given by Miss Wood of the 
Library Division after which the attractive 
new Elementary School Library in the 
grade building was inspected. 

Range School Librarians met in Coleraine 
May 10th. Libraries represented were Eve- 
letth, Biwabik, Hibbing, Nashwauk, Cole- 
raine, school and public. 

There was a discussion of membership 
in M. L. A. and A. L. A. Miss Straate 
was appointed to secure members for M. L. 
A. 

Supt. Van Dyke gave a very interesting 
talk on Children’s reading in the grades, 
using anecdotes of Theodore Roosevelt as 
wm example of inspiration. 

A discussion on certification took place 
It was decided to ask Mr. Wheelock. Presi- 
dent of the M. L. A., to have the subject 
of certification of school librarians brought 
up at the M. L. A. in September, 1924. 

A complete program for the N. E. M. E. A. 
was reported on. 

—B. A. Finn, Secy. 





NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Cyrus. A regular time schedule for li- 
brary periods for each grade and High 
School is ohserved. 

The following rules are also observed: 
(1) Unless by special permission from the 
libratan, no pupil will draw library books 
from the library except during the day and 
hour designated for their respective rooms 
and grades. (2) Pupils may secure per- 
mission from their teacher at any time to 
take reference material from the library to 
their rooms, providing they leave a slip 
(signed) on the librarian’s table giving title 
of work, the author and date at which it 
was taken. Such reference material how- 
ever, the pupil must, when through with, 
return at once and mark returned on slip 
Mentioned above. (3) Books must not be 


kept for a longer period than two weeks, 
Without renewal. 


A fine of one cent for 
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every day book is kept over two weeks 
without renewal will be charged. 
Jennie C. Johnson, Teacher-Librarian. 


Moorhead Teachers College. Last term I 
met all the practice teachers, for talks 
to each group, on the use of the library and 
library tools. This term I am giving clean- 
ing and mending demonstrations to each 
group of practice teachers. Every student 
who is graduating has been given a copy 
of the outline for library instruction, from 
the elementary course of study, and its pur- 
poses explained. They have also seen the 
application of this work in the model school 
for we have, through the supervisors (assist- 
ing them ourselves wherever it was desired) 
covered every point in the outline, in every 
grade in the model school. 

The practice teachers who are working 
in the library for teaching credit have had 
twelve class periods during the term de- 
voted to instruction; and each has worked 
two hours per day in the library. Their 
time has been divided between supervision 
of the juvenile section and general work in 
the main library. I have been much pleased 
with their interest and accomplishment. 

We have also had the gratification of see- 
ing a marked increase of interest in reading 
by the children in the grades. 

—Sarah Hougham. 

Mcrristown. The school library at Morris- 
town is awakening interest in library serv- 
ice in the community as the following note 
testifies: 

“Because I found the World Almanac so 
useful in connection with my work in Civil 
Government, I talked about it down town, 
and as a result several expressed a desire 
to own a copy. I looked up the cost, and 
found out how to obtain copies and several 
of us now own them. It is a source of 
information that many business men do not 
seem to know about, and I am glad that 
our library could render this service.” 

Donald Karow, Junior, Morristown High 
School. 

St. Cloud. Miss Della Mathys, upon re- 
quest, sent in the following report of the 
organization of the St. Cloud School Library. 

At the beginning of the present school 
year the library was entirely unorganized. 
Since then I have been able to complete 
the first step in organization; namely, 
accessioning and shelf-listing 2,600 books. 
Of these 320 are new this year. The 
accession book will serve as a permanent 
record, in the future giving books in 
order of purchase. Not only are the books 
listed, but they are also labeled so that 
a student who takes a book from the shelf 
can accurately replace it. Within a short 














time title cards will be made which will 
enable one to discover in a moment if a 
certain book is in the library and, if so, its 
location on the shelves. 

During the past five months about 1800 
books have been lent to students for home 
use. A large per cent of these were refer- 
ences given by classroom teachers. This 
of course does not include the books used 
in the library itself. During the study 
periods the number of.students using the 
library varies. Many times a day there are 
twenty-five or thirty pupils in a room that 
really accommodates twelve. This situation 
gives evidence that the students take ad- 
vantage of the magazines and newspapers 
provided for them. At present nearly twice 
as many children use the library as in the 
earlier part of the year. 

St. Paul. A “Better Readers’ Ciub” has 
just been organized in the 5th and 6th grades 
of the Hiss School with 115 members en- 
rolled, and the enthusiasm has extended into 
the 7th and 8th grades, which are organiz- 
ing also. The idea originated in a remark 
of a teacher that the children seemed lack- 
ing in general reading background and an 
understanding of literature and history ref- 
erences when they reach the eighth grade. 

It is planned to make use of the school 
library during a period when no class is 
scheduled there, and a secretary keep a list 
of the members of each group. A ppil be 
comes a junior member on reading twelve 
books from the prescribed graded reading 
list; a senior member.on reading eighteen, 
and some special recognition will be given 
those who read twenty-five. Books are to 
be reported on, but all the details of the plan 
have not yet been worked our. The ideas 
of course, is to interest the children then:- 
selves in doing better reading, special em 
phasis at this time being placed on vacation 
reading. It is planned to have talks on 
books, on the use of the library, reading of 
poetry and other informal activities that will 
enhance the pleasures of reading. 

Spring Grove. This is a little report of 
the work done in our library. The library 


is open to the public one evening every 





week. By means of posters, school-notes, 
etc., we are interesting the people in the 
use of the library and already I notice an 
increase in the number of books drawn out 
by people in the community and we hope 
to increase the number still more and to 
have the library used as a reading room. 
Esther Berland, 
Teacher-Librarian. 

Winona. In the year ending March 1, 
Winena State Teachers College had with- 
drawn on account of damage by fire 359 
books; 196 sacks of documents had been 
returned to Washington; 1667 books had 
been rebound on account of damage by fire; 
and 1510 new books bought. The library 
numbered March 1, 10,786 volumes. 

During the spring term the class in Li- 
brary Methods, numbering sixteen, has 
been organizing the library of one of our 
rural schools. About two hundred volumes 
have been accessioned, shelf listed, classi- 
fied, and cataloged. There is no encyclo 
pedia in the school so a number of analytic 
cards have been made. After the books are 
in place there is to be a lesson on the use 
of the catalog, given by the students. Two 
of the children at the school are to act ag 
librarians, and they will be taught their 
duties. 

The latter part of the term is to be used 
for the study of children’s books and their 
selection for school use. There will also 
be some work with the most common refer- 
ence tools. 





CHILDREN FROM MANY LANDS 

A charming set of posters on Children 
from Many Lands has been published by the 
National Child Welfare Association in co- 
operation with the National Council for Pre- 
vention of War. The folio contains ten 
decorative pictures with verse for each. large 
enough to be seen across the school room. 
They are intended to promote international 
friendship and to create in children syn- 
rathy and love for children of other nations. 
The set may be obtained for $1 from Chil- 
dren from Many Lands, 221 E. 15 street. 
New York, N. Y. 























